
30/10/2024

1

Turbinia – Turbine Testbed to 
Heritage Flagship

Ian Whitehead

Model of HMS Lightning (TB1) 1876 The first Royal Navy 
torpedo boat.   
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“They are all apparently very keen and think the 
venture at the present time, when fast speed is the 
rage, very opportune”

(Charles Parsons – writing in March 1893 of potential directors for 
the planned Marine Steam Turbine Company
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Newcastle Daily Chronicle 27th January 1894

5

6



30/10/2024

4

7

8



30/10/2024

5

9

10



30/10/2024

6

11

12



30/10/2024

7

13

14



30/10/2024

8

Shaft Torsion Dynamometer 1895
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Turbinia - General Arrangement of parallel flow turbines.  
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Turbinia’s astern turbine – fitted December 1897
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Turbinia moored in the Seine at the Paris 
Exhibition of 1900 
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Turbinia alongside RMS Mauretania at Wallsend 1907
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TURBINIA 1908 to 2024

What happened next?
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